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has spent enough time singing, dancing and hosting 
awards shows. It’s time to head for the woods and 
get back in touch with his inner animal 
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phone integration with Audio Profile. Navigation system. Ι 
Keyless entry with push-button start. Xenon HID , : GC  Y 5 f | 
Adaptive Front Lighting (AFS) and more. The 1S) —_ al 


biggest innovation? An MSRP starting at 
$15,995. All new. All that. The totally 
redesigned 2010 MAZDA3. 
Zoom-Zoom. Forever. 

2010mazda3.ca 


Whether you're a power communicator, a social butterfly or a multimedia fanatic, 
we have a smartonone that's just right for you. And with TELUS, you'll get 3G speed in 


more places’ Visit us in-store or online today, and we'll helo you find your perfect fit. 
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ALL-NEW 2010 MAZDA3 SEDAN 


From °15,995" 


**Based on total square km of the 3G network vs. Rogers HSPA coverage as of February 2009. 
TELUS, the TELUS logo and the future is friendly are trademarks of TELUS Corporation. 
BlackBerry®, RIM®, Research In Motion®, SureType®, SurePress™ and related trademarks, 
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in the U.S. and countries around the world. Used under license from Research In Motion Limited. 
FACEBOOK is a registered trademark of Facebook, Inc. Yahoo is a registered trademark of 
Yahoo! Canada Co. All other trademarks are property of their respective owners. © 2009 TELUS. 
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Some of the stuff that comes 


wag §=6outof Terrence Howard's 


mouth may leave you scratching 
your head. But the Fighting 
Star's vivid imagination and 
lack of self-censorship certainly 
make hima reporter’s dream 

e By Jim Slotek 


HE’S GOT CLASS 24 
Seriously, Zac Efron has to get 


. mq =©toclass. The 21-year-old is 


CLAW BACK >> Before he became a last-minute replacement for Dougray Scott in the first X-Men 
movie, few had ever heard of Hugh Jackman. Now he’s winning Tonys, hosting the Oscars and 
claiming Sexiest Men Alive titles. But Jackman hasn't forgotten the wolf that brought him here, a role 
he revisits in X-Men Origins: Wolverine ° By Bob Thompson 
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back on familiar turf playing a 
high school student in 17 Again 
e By Ingrid Randoja 


OLD PARTS, NEW MODEL 28 
Our Fast & Furious quiz brings 
you up to speed 

e By Ingrid Randoja 


WRITING WRONGS~= 30 

In State of Play, Rachel McAdams 
plays a young newspaper 
reporter chasing a juicy story 
that involves politics, corruption 
and murder. Plus, she says, she 
gets to fight with Russell Crowe 
e By Bob Strauss 
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[5] COVER PHOTO, FROM LEFT: RYAN REYNOLDS, HUGH JACKMAN AND TAYLOR KITSCH 


ci 


METAL GOD 


What is adamantium, anyway? 


Is it areal thing? A metal? An element? Does it show up on the periodic table — perhaps as Ac? That 
“c” would, of course, be for claws, because adamantium is one of those words that seems incomplete 
unless followed by that other word. Like “eked” without “out” or “feng” without “shui.” 

Anyone familiar with the X-Men knows those adamantium claws belong to the combustible mutant 
Wolverine, having been attached to his knuckles, just as adamantium was bonded to the rest of his 
skeleton, as part of the Weapon X project. 

But is adamantium real? Um, no. Not in the real-world sense anyway. There is no adamantium 
in your fillings, and you don’t have to worry about traces of adamantium in your drinking water. 
However, in pop culture — even beyond the comic-book realm — adamantium is very real. 

According to Wikipedia, adamantium is a metallic or crystalline substance that not only appears 
in X-Men comic books, but throughout the Marvel Universe as a concoction of different resins (the exact 
formula is top-secret) that when mixed together form a substance so durable that in large enough 
quantities it can survive nuclear explosions and solar flares. There are even subsets of adamantium 
— true adamantium, secondary adamantium and adamantium beta, each with its own properties. 

Adamantium also pops up in videogames that aren’t even based on comic books — Blizzard’s 
World of Warcraft, Playstation 2’s Ratchet & Clank: Up Your Arsenal — and in the Dungeons & Dragons 
board game. On the big screen, the first reference to adamantium actually predates Marvel Comics’ 
use of the stuff — arriving in the 1956 sci-fi Forbidden Planet when Walter Pidgeon’s Dr. Morbius 
refers to “adamantium steel.” The fictitious substance also made its way into 1998’s Lost in Space, 
which featured organisms with an “adamantium shell,” and, not so surprisingly, last year’s Marvel- 
produced Iron Man, where adamantium was used to make a bullet. 

You need to know all of this going into X-Men Origins: Wolverine because much of the movie revolves 
around adamantium, or at least Wolverine’s decision to allow an adamantium framework to be 
implanted into his already superhuman body (he was born with an unnatural ability to heal really, 
really fast). Now that you’re up to speed on adamantium,, flip to page 34 and read “Wolfman Jack,” 
our interview with Hugh Jackman, whose portrayal of Wolverine has imbued the actor with incredible 
strength and power — in Hollywood, anyway. 

On page 24 we have “Back to School,” an interview with Zac Efron about his own supernatural 
ability in 17 Again — his character devolves from a 37-year-old man to a 17-year-old high school student. 

In “Toe to Toe With Terrence Howard,” page 20, the brash actor talks up his latest urban drama, 
Fighting, even comparing it to Fight Club and the 1969 multiple-Oscar-winner Midnight Cowboy. 

And read “What a Crime,” page 30, to find out why Rachel McAdams and Viola Davis were so eager 
to take part in State of Play, an adaptation of a BBC miniseries. 
Meee 

Marni Weisz, editor 
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HE WAS DEAD... 
BUT HE GOT BETTER. 


JASON STARRAMS AMY SMART 


CRANK 


HIGH VOLFAGE 
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1 Domenico Dolce and 

Stefano Gabbana must have 
been thinking the same thing we 
were when Freida Pinto arrived at 
the Oscars — she should be a 
model. They invited the star of 
Slumdog Millionaire to strut their 
catwalk during Italy's Fashion Week 
a couple of weeks later. 


[5] PHOTO BY KEYSTONE 


? We know Atom Egoyan 
movies are supposed to 

make you feel uncomfortable, 
but did he really have to put 
Julianne Moore in such pinchy 
shoes? The actor complains about 
her aching tootsies while shooting 
Egoyan’s Chloe in Toronto. 


[5] PHOTO BY TODD GILLIS/SPLASH NEWS 


3 Several park guests enjoy 
Walt Disney World’s 

newest animatronic exhibit, 
The Incredible Cruises. Oh wait, 
that’s really Tom and Suri. Asection 
of the park was cordoned off for 
the family during a recent visit so 
that Suri (the one in the princess 
dress] could have a private frolic 
with Mickey and Minnie. 


[5] PHOTO BY SPLASH NEWS 


4 We're pretty hyped about the 
Wolverine movie, but sure are 

going to miss Magneto and Dr. X. 
Lucky Londoners can see their 
real-life counterparts lan McKellen 
(left) and Patrick Stewart, in an 
upcoming production of Waiting 
for Godot, which they're promoting 
in this pic taken at London’s 
Foyles Bookshop. 


[5] PHOTO BY TIM WHITBY/GETTY 


5 Our apologies to everyone in 
this pic who isn’t Jude Law 
(especially you, guy on the far left), 
but this picture was too good to 
pass up. The drenched actor partied 
with crowd members in New York 
after a performance of “Fuerza 
Bruta: Look Up,” a circus-type show 
that, according to its website, 
involves a “watery world suspended 
just inches above the audience.” 


[5] PHOTO BY SPLASH NEWS 
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Earth’s polar bear expert relives nights in Svalbard. 
Plus, the vampire book that started it all 


HOW NOT 10 BE 
ΕΑΤΕΝ ΒΥ: 


Filming polar bears for a movie 
like Disney's Earthisn't at all like 
filming meerkats or penguins. 
“With most species, as a wildlife 
Cameraman, you spend a hell of 
a lot of time trying to get close to 
your subject, trying not to move 
for many hours on end,” says 
Jason C. Roberts [inset], field 
producer for Earth’s polar bear 
segments, on the phone from his 
home in Longyearbyen, Norway. 
“Polar bears are a little bit 
different. You can spend a long 
time looking for them, but quite 
often they're looking for you.” 
Roberts (a transplanted 
Australian who did similar work 
for Eight Below, Die Another Day 
and The Golden Compass) and 
cameraman Doug Allen spent 
two months living ina 1930s 
hunting cabin on the archipelago 
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of Svalbard — 
midway between 
Norway and the 
North Pole — while 

recording the life of a mother 
polar bear and her two cubs. 
Each day they lugged all of their 
equipment (by foot or ski] eight 
kilometres to the film site, shot 
for 16 hours, and then lugged it all 
back. Back at the cabin they took 
turns getting up throughout the 
night to ward off their movie stars, 
who'd come looking for whatever 
was giving off that tasty smell. 

So how do you ward off a 
hungry polar bear? 

“| have a system that I’ve 
worked on for along time,” Says 
Roberts, who's been doing this 
for 19 years and shudders at the 
thought of actually harming any 
bear. “We have signal pistols we 


= can shoot at 
a distance, which puts 


off an explosive flare that scares 


them away, the type of thing you 
use for boating emergencies. 
Then we have little hand grenade 
crackers we can throw at them 
closer to scare them away. If we 
had to, we could use pepper 
spray. | don’t like using pepper 
spray because the bears 
definitely don't like it.” 

There are also rubber bullets, 
which Roberts seldom uses, his 
credo being “We're in their envi- 
ronment, So we're their guests.” 

“Of course, we do have the last 
resort, where we would have to 
shoot at a bear to kill it. But I’ve 
never, ever shot at a bear to kill it, 
I've never even come close to 
that,” he says. “That would be the 
most disastrous thing.” —MW 
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THIS MONTH’S OBJET 
DE FILM > DRACULA 
Their skin may be cold and 
clammy, their eyes like ice, 
but thanks to Twilight, its 
upcoming sequel New Moon 
and the Underworld movies, 
vampires are red hot. 

Yet it’s doubtful any of them 
would exist had it not been for 
Irishman Bram Stoker’s 1897 
epistolary novel (a story told 
through journal entries, 
letters and documents), which 
popularized the idea of the 
sensual, blood-sucking undead. 

This first-edition Dracula — 
signed not only by Stoker, but 
by many of the actors who 
brought his characters to life in 
20th-century movies, including 
Bela Lugosi — goes on sale 
April 30th as part of Profiles 
in History’s Spring Auction 
of Hollywood Memorabilia 
(Profilesinhistory.com) and is 
expected to fetch as much as 
$8,000 (U.S.). 

The book comes from the 
personal collection of the late 
Forrest J Ackerman, a notable 
science-fiction writer, editor 
and bit-part actor known for 
coining the phrase “sci-fi.” 
Ackerman passed away in 
December. —_MW 
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2X FASTER THAN ANY OTHER' 


™Trademarks of Rogers Communications Inc. used under license. © 2009 Rogers Wireless. 
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SHOOTING 
ACROSS CANADA 
THIS MONTH 


Toronto boy Michael Cera is 
νὰ home shooting Scott Pilgrim 
vs. the World from now until 
mid-summer. 

For the second time in two 
years Cera plays the bass player 
in a rock band (following Nick & 
Norah's Infinite Playlist}. This 
time it’s the titular Scott Pilgrim, 
who falls for rollerblading 
delivery girl Ramona Flowers 
(May Elizabeth Winstead) but 
must defeat her seven evil 
ex-boyfriends in order to win her 
heart. It's a comedy based on 
Canadian cartoonist Bryan Lee 
«' : Q’Malley’s graphic novels. 

And it’s no coincidence 


<< 1 Δι δ (or tax-credit grab} that the film’s 
κ ὁ ' ὃ , shooting in the Big Smoke, the 
| am. . books take place in Toronto too 


—invery specific locales like 
Casa Loma, Honest Ed’s, 

Sneaky Dee’s and the Dufferin 
Mall. So if you’re on the Cera 
search (or looking for his co- 
Stars Chris Evans, Kieran Culkin, 
Brandon Routh and Winstead] 
the novels should offer a whole 


ΝΕ The original pen-and-ink Scott Pilgrim and his human version, Michael Cera 


THESKINNY ON 


HUNGER 


Actors know how harmful it is to gain and lose : bunch of clues. 

weight for movie roles. (Just ask Jared Leto, whosays :  Youcanalsocheck out director 
his body will never feel quite right afterhe gained62 : Edgar Wright's (Hot Fuzz, Shaun 
pounds to play Mark David Chapman in Chapter 27.) : of the Dead] myspace page, 

But what if it’s a role that demands a dramatic : where he’s been posting updates 
physical transformation? That was the challenge 3 and photos (myspace.com/ 
facing Irish actor Michael Fassbender (pictured left), : edgarwright).—MWw 
who plays imprisoned IRA leader Bobby Sands in 
Hunger. In 1981, Sands and nine of his fellow IRA 
prisoners engaged in a hunger strike at Maze Prison. Sands lasted 66 days before he 
died. Fassbender gave himself 10 weeks to lose the 30 pounds needed to get down to 
128 pounds, the cut-off point before potentially damaging his kidneys and other organs. 

He subsisted on a few nuts and berries during the day, and then ate a can of sardines 
and a little salad for dinner. The London-based Fassbender told Little White Lies magazine 


what helped him survive was the fact he did it while living in Los Angeles: “It was 
winter time so to have blue skies every day really helps a lot, and you’re not cold so 
the hunger thing doesn’t really kick in as badly as it would in [London].” Plus he got to 
use the Jerry Hall - Yogacise DVD left by his house’s previous renter. —IR 
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Donate $5 
and wear 3 
denim 


National Denim Day Tuesday, May 12" 
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debbie travis 


Spokesperson for 
the CURE Foundation 
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X-Men Origins: Wolverine 
hits theatres May ist 


aylor Kitsch is a powerful guy. 

Before he got his big break as badboy football player 

Tim Riggins on TV’s Friday Night Lights, the B.C. native 

(born in Kelowna; grew up just outside Vancouver) 

worked as a personal trainer while living in New York 

and trying to become an actor. But he says he’s never 
felt anything like the power that came with his latest character, the 
mutant Gambit in next month’s X-Men Origins: Wolverine. 

“He has kinetic energy, which basically means he can power up 
these random objects,” explains Kitsch over the phone from L.A. 
where he’s about to head into the gym for his morning workout. “For 
him, it’s usually cards because he gambles a lot. In the trailer you 
can see him throwing those cards at Wolverine. What’s happened is 
he’s held them long enough where he’s emitted this energy into 
them, and powered them up and they’re basically like explosives.” 
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You can see Gambit’s other cool toy in this photo. “We trained 
with the bow staff for four months,” says Kitsch. That training — 
which would have been torture for most — was a blast for the former 
member of the British Columbia Hockey League’s Langley Hornets. 

But Kitsch doesn’t think his physique had much to do with landing 
the role. “I think it was more finding the character of Gambit, the 
nonchalant coolness of him. It’s gotta be within the cat,” he says. 

“With everything he’s been through [Gambit was kidnapped as 
an infant], he has no reason to answer to anybody and I love that 
part of him. You know, obviously I love the fight, and I love that kind 
of adrenaline. And I know that, for the most part, I could probably 
end anyone who I fought with. And you gotta use those kinds of 
things too, you know?” Yup, I think we do. @ 


MMe eee 
—Marni Weisz 
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Vin Diesel gets back behind the wheel for Fast & Furious 


it these two Seniors are romping : gets ajob at a cheesy 

in bed, enjoying a late-life : amusement park to make 
season of passion that catches enough money for a trip 
them both off guard. : to Europe. 


You know a film series has been 
around along time when a 
“midquel” enters the franchise 
canon. This fourth F&F film 
brings back the cast — Vin Diesel, 
Paul Walker, Michelle Rodriguez 
and Jordana Brewster — from 
the first movie for a story that 
takes place between the 

second and third flicks. Got 
that? The plot revolves around 
ex-con Dom Toretto [Diesel] and 2 Inge (Ursula Werner] is a 

federal agent Brian O’Connor : sixtysomething, married 
(Walker} teaming up to right a German woman who catches the 
wrong...and drive tricked-up eye of 76-year-old Karl (Horst : Inthe summer of 198° college 
cars really fast. Westphal), and before youknow : grad James (Jesse Eisenberg] 


Venkatesh (Venkatesh Chavan] 
is a poor Indian boy who dreams 
of swimming in the pristine pool 
owned by a wealthy family. He 
even gets a job working for the 
family in the hopes of making 
his dream come true. 
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We'd have an easier time 
explaining wave-particle 
duality than the complexities 
of the manga-based 
Dragonball universe. 

All you need to know Is that 
Goku (Justin Chatwin} must 
locate the seven mystical 
Dragonballs before the evil 


Lord Piccolo [James Marsters } 


can get his nasty hands on 
them and rule the world. 


Miley Cyrus as Miley Stewart 


It seems Miley Stewart 

(Miley Cyrus] is getting too 
big for her britches, allowing 
her pop-star alter ego — 
Hannah Montana — to behave 
most diva-ish. Her aw shucks 
dad (Billy Ray Cyrus} has had 


security guard, Observe and 
Report uses raunchy, R-rated 
black comedy to mine the same 
vein. Seth Rogen stars as 
shopping mall security guard 
Ronnie Barnhardt, who believes 
it’s his destiny to capture the 
flasher who's been lurking 
around the mall, and win the 
heart of Brandi (Anna Faris), the 
party-hearty gal who works ata 
makeup counter. But Ronnie’s 
delusions of grandeur push him 
into vigilante territory. 


British artist-turned-filmmaker 
Steve McQueen's acclaimed 
debut movie is a visceral and 
gut-wrenchingly candid retelling 
of the 1981 IRA Hunger Strike 
inside Maze Prison, during 
which prisoner Bobby Sands 
(Michael Fassbender] leads his 
fellow IRA inmates on a hunger 


τυ» 


enough, and ships Miley back to 
her small hometown in 
Tennessee, where the uppity 
teen learns to appreciate hay, 
pie bake-offs and gingham. 


. 


While Paul Blart: Mall Cop offered 
a PG take on the glory-seeking 
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Observe and Report's Anna Faris and Seth Rogen 


Strike to protest the group’s 
brutal treatment and the fact 
they're labeled criminals instead 
of political prisoners. 


Asa returns home to the 
deserted steppes of southern 
Kazakhstan to take up the life of 
a nomadic shepherd. But he'll 
have to marry first, and the only 
available woman, Tulpan, doesn't 
want him because she thinks 
his ears are too big. But Asa won't 
be dissuaded, and sets out to 
win Tulpan’s heart. continued 
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Shock and Awe: Jason Statham stars in Crank: High Voltage 


Crank: High Voltage 

If you're going to make a Sequel to 
Crank, an action flick that sported 
a ridiculous concept — badass 
assassin Chev Chelios (Jason 
Statham) will die if his heart rate 
drops below a certain number of 
beats per minute — you've got 
to up the preposterous premise 
ante. This time around Chev’s 
heart is replaced by a battery- 
powered version that will stop 
unless it gets jolted with 
powerful electric boosts every 
so often. (That’s gonna hurt. } 


State of Play 

An all-star cast — Russell Crowe, 
Rachel McAdams, Ben Affleck, 
Helen Mirren, Robin Wright Penn 


and Jason Bateman — help 
bring the critically acclaimed 
BBC miniseries to the big screen. 
Crowe plays an investigative 
reporter looking into the murder 
of the mistress of a popular 
congressman (Affleck). His 
Snooping uncovers corruption 
and betrayal that goes higher 
than anyone could have 
imagined. See Rachel McAdams 
interview, page 30. 


Sugar 


Celebrate the start of baseball 


season with this flick about poor 
Dominican pitcher Miguel “Sugar” 
Santos (Algenis Perez Soto), 
whose dream of playing pro ball 
is Set in motion when he’s 
brought up to pitch for a farm 
team in lowa. But the culture 
shock and homesickness he 
experiences could derail his 
career before it even begins. 


1? Again 

Mike O’Donnell (Matthew Perry} 
is adepressed 3?-year-old 
businessman whose wife 
(Leslie Mann) wants a divorce 
and whose kids (Michelle 
Trachtenberg, Sterling Knight] 
ignore him. However, his crisis 
turns into a second chance when 
he magically transforms into his 
17-year-old self (Zac Efron). 
Suddenly he's the hot man on 
Campus once more, but this time 
around he's got to mentor his 
loser son and fend off his own 
daughter, who thinks he’s hot. 
See Zac Efron interview, page 24. 


SPECIAL, 


on the Big 
screen 


Thurs., Apr. 23, 7 p.m. 
Join Diana Krall, 
Chantal Kreviazuk and 
friends in this exclusive 
simulcast concert 
event benefiting the 
Heart and Stroke 
Foundation’s The Heart 
Truth, an initiative to 
raise awareness of 
women’s heart health. 


Sun., Apr. 5, 7 p.m. ET 
John Cena, Triple H 
and Undertaker are just 
some of the brawlers 
who are back to 
celebrate 
Wrestlemania’s 
25th anniversary. 


Sun., Apr. 26, 8 p.m. ET 
What Wrestlemania 
started, Backlash 
finishes! 


(DONIZETTI) 
Encore: Sat., 
Apr. 4, 1 p.m. ET 


(PUCCINI) 
Encore: Sat., 
Apr. 18, 1 p.m. ET 


(BELLINI) 
Encore: Sat., 
Apr. 25, 1 p.m. ET 


PARTICIPATING THEATRES 
AND TO BUY TICKETS. 
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Fighting 
Shawn MacArthur (Channing 
Tatum] is barely getting by 
selling counterfeit goods on 
the streets of New York. But 
that all changes when he’s 
recruited by a street-fighting 
impresario (Terrence Howard} 
to brawl in underground 
matches for big bucks. Their 
success Catches the attention 
of mobsters, who want a piece 
of Shawn's fight club skills. 
See Terrence Howard 
interview, page 20. 


Obsessed 
Ali Larter (Heroes) stars asa 
seductive office temp who 
Stalks a happily married man 
(Idris Elba] and makes life 
hell for his wife (Beyoncé 
Knowles). 


The Soloist 

This uplifting drama is based 
on the real-life meeting 
between Los Angeles Times 
reporter Steven Lopez 
(Robert Downey Jr.) and 


J . 
{ ἢ 


Earth 

The heralded BBC TV 
documentary series is packaged 
into a full-length feature by 
Disney's new “Nature” division. 
The film uses stunning 
cinematography to recount a 
year in the life of three different 
animal groups — polar bears, 
elephants and humpback 
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Channing Tatum lets fly in Fighting 


Nathaniel Ayers (Jamie Foxx), a 
homeless man who was once 

a musical prodigy. Ayers 
developed schizophrenia while 
studying at Juilliard, and 
eventually ended up living on 
the streets of L.A. where he 
played violin and cello for fellow 
down-and-out folks — that is 
until Lopez came into his life. 


SHOWTIMES 


@CINEPLEX.COM 


All release dates are subject to change. 
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bundle of contradictions all wrapped up 


errence Howard has a way with imagery that can make 

you say “Huh?” Take his recently released debut album 

Shine Through It, which he describes as “my monster.” 

“You gotta take Karen Carpenter, take The Dramatics, 

take a little bit of Dan Fogelberg, Richie Havens, add them all together 

and add a touch of David Bowie and you kinda get the picture,” says 

the eccentric Hustle & Flow star, who burned the song “It’s Hard Out 
Here For a Pimp” into everybody’s brains. 

And when Howard talks about Fighting — his new teen street- 
fighting film with Channing Tatum (Coach Carter), directed and 
co-written by Dito Montiel (A Guide to Recognizing Your Saints) —the 
imagery machine goes back to work as he describes how everybody 
involved with the film more or less conned the studio into making 
something more than mere entertainment. 

“I think they thought we were going to make The Fast and the 
Furious,” Howard says at a round-table interview in New York City, 
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with a pencil moustache 


BY JIM SLOTEK 


“but we made something closer to Fight Club and something a 
little more like Midnight Cowboy. It’s extremely engaging and 
emotional because Dito [Montiel] don’t play. He don’t do what 
everyone else wants him to. 

“It’s actual street fighting,” Howard continues, “but it’s like taking 
Midnight Cowboy, taking that script or screenplay, and instead of 
my character as Ratso Rizzo, trying to sell him as a prostitute, he’s 
trying to set him up with street fights.” 

Tatum plays Shawn MacArthur, a New York street kid working 
the pavement selling knockoff goods to eke out a living. Estranged 
from his family and directionless, he comes under the influence of 
veteran street fighter and coach Harvey Boarden (Howard), who 
sets him up with fights that get dirtier and dirtier, both in execution 
and in mob involvement. 

“Channing gave it all as an actor,” says Howard. “He was unbe- 
lievable, willing to work 25-hour days of punishment.” continued 
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Left to Right: Terrence Howard (left) 
f tries to calm Channing Tatum in 
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“It’s like taking 
Midnight Cowboy, 

says Howard, ‘taking that 
are Or screenplay, and 
instead of my character 
as Ratso Rizzo, trying to 

sell him as a prostitute, 
he’s trying to set him 
up with street fights” 


The film caps a busy year for Howard, one that saw him win raves 
on Broadway for his portrayal of Brick in an African-Americanized 
version of Tennessee Williams’ Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, release his long- 
awaited album, and of course, take his turn in Iron Man as Tony Stark’s 
military attache and best friend Col. James Rhodes — a character 
who, in the comic book canon, becomes a human engine of destruction 
called War Machine when he tries on the Iron Man armour and it 
scrambles his brains. 

Unfortunately, Howard won't get to experience that plot develop- 
ment. Subsequent to our interview, the filmmakers announced that 
he will be replaced by Don Cheadle in the Iron Man sequel. There have 
been reports that money was at issue, which Howard has denied. 
(Fans even conducted an online petition begging Marvel to give 
Howard his role back). As we talked, however, Howard was already 
an unhappy camper, what with the hit he’d taken in the editing room. 

“[Director] Jon Favreau called me early on and said that I took the 
biggest hit in the cutting room. He wanted me to understand that 
because they needed to establish me for the ‘War Machine’ aspects 
and the relationship with Tony and the friendship. They needed that, 
but they also needed time to give to Obadiah [villain Jeff Bridges] and 
time to Pepper [Gwyneth Paltrow] and time to the development of 
the suit. So he said, ‘You took a big hit.’ I said, “You turned me into 
Robin?’ He said, ‘No. Iturned you into Robin’s little brother.” 
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Not that the blindsiding over Iron Man has left Howard without 
several prospects. He’s been developing a biographical drama about 
Thurgood Marshall, the first African-American on the U.S. Supreme 
Court. Currently, he’s at odds with the producers over whether it 
should be a theatrical release or a cable movie. “The script is right. 
They wanted to do it on HBO or something, and I love HBO, but 
Thurgood Marshall deserves a worldwide audience.” 

There’s Factor X, “still in the script stage,” which would team him 
with Eric Bana as the investigators who nabbed a real-life serial killer 
who terrorized Kansas from the ’70s to the 90s. He’s also spending 
part of 2009 touring in support of his album. 

And, Iron Man notwithstanding, there may yet be more Marvel 
superhero action in Terrence Howard’s future. Luke Cage, a movie 
based on one of the first African-American superheroes, would 
feature Tyrese Gibson as the title character and Howard as the villain 
Diamondback. Talks about the project have been ongoing fora couple 
of years, with Howard apparently having “creative differences” with 
director John Singleton. 

Asked if he’s still doing Luke Cage, Howard asks “Is John Singleton 
still doing it?” Informed that Singleton had been making noises 
about bowing out, Howard laughs and says, “Well then, maybe.” [ἢ 
{{ΠΠΠ||{Π|||||Π|||{||{Π|||||||1|||||||||||||1|||{||||{Π||Π||{|||||{Π||{Π||{Π||Π||{Π||Π||{ΠΠ||{Π||Π|||Π|{Π|ΠΠ|{ΠΠ||{ΠΠ|Π||ΠΠ|ΠΠ{ΠΠ|{ΠΠ||{|] 


: Jim Slotek writes about movies for the Toronto Sun. 


When Howard was two, a 
man accused his family of 
budding in line to see Santa at 
a Cleveland department store. 
It sparked a fight, during which 
Howard’s father stabbed the 
man, who later died. The 
incident was dubbed the 
Santa Line Slaying. Howard’s 
father spent 11 months in jail 
for manslaughter. 

He told E/le he won't date a 
woman unless she uses baby 
wipes, in addition to toilet 
paper, after going to the 
bathroom, saying, “It’s just 
unclean.” He also says he will 


WEIRD THINGS ABOUT 


no longer have sex unless he’s 
married, but admits to breaking 
that rule from time to time. 
After divorcing his wife of 
14 years, Lori McCommas, in 
2003, he tried desperately to 
get her back, buying a house 
two blocks away from her, 
doing her yard work, etc. She 
threatened him witha 
restraining order before 
remarrying him in 2005. 
They've since re-separated. 
The song “No. 1 Fan” off 
Howard’s debut album is about 


stalking his ex-wife while she 
dates other men. 


Fighting; Howard and Tatum share 


an emotional moment in their 
urban drama 


Says he would like to live 
as a Jehovah's Witness 
(ex-wife Lori McCommas, born 
Jewish, is a Witness and is 
raising their three kids as 
Witnesses), but told NPR he’s 
currently too selfish, saying, 
“If it wasn’t for the smoking of 
cigarettes and all...| would 
be a Witness.” 

Has a degree in chemical 
engineering from New York’s 
Pratt Institute (he studied 
while trying to break into 
acting) and has said he’d like 
to go back to school to earn his 
doctorate in physics. —MW 
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HI | THEATRES back in. High School 
APRIL 1000 Musical hottie 


4 returns to class, but this 
| time as a 37-year-old. 
Confused? Read on 


BY INGRID RANDOJA 


ac Efron is taking baby steps 


— because you don’t just stand up and walk away from being 

a teen idol. You’ve got to orchestrate the move carefully, pick 

a project that keeps your rabid fan base happy, turns a profit 

for a movie studio and also allows you to grow as an actor. 

For the now 21-year-old Efron— who helped turn Disney’s 

High School Musical series into a worldwide phenomenon; 

the third theatrical film earned nearly $250-million (U.S.) worldwide 
— it’s a tricky proposition. 

On hiatus between the first and second HSM TV movies he starred 
in the hit musical Hairspray, which only cemented his cutie-pie status. 
He made his only foray into grown-up movie territory last year when 
he co-starred in the indie drama Me and Orson Welles, which played 
the film festival circuit but is presently languishing in distribution 
limbo with no firm release date. 

So what’s a maturing teen idol to do? 

How about 17 Again. 

The movie stars Matthew Perry as Mike O’Donnell, a depressed 
father and husband who, after longing to return to his happier 
high school days, magically transforms back into his teenage self 
(played by Efron). He doesn’t go back in time, he just grows younger, 
meaning his wife, Scarlett (Leslie Mann),issuddenlya continued 
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Clockwise from left: Zac Efron 
looking cool in his shades; Efron 
having a happy moment at his 
high school desk 


>> hot soccer mom, and his two children, Alex (Sterling Knight) and 


Maggie (Michelle Trachtenberg), are his high school classmates. 

“There were a lot of musicals I could have done, there were a lot of 
teen high school romances and things like that,” says Efron on the line 
from L.A. “But 17 Again was an opportunity to play a character so far 
from who I am — a 37-year-old guy. It just seemed like a less obvious 
choice, and it was exciting to go there as a performer.” 

It’s a brilliant transition movie. Efron still gets to play a very familiar 
type — high school heartthrob and basketball star (just like his HSM 
character, Troy Bolton) — but he’s also asked to stretch his acting 
skills as his character deals with some very weird adult situations, 
like, umm, having his own daughter make a pass at him. 

That’s not a situation Efron, or his own dad, had any experience 
with. Efron admits asking his father, David (who works as a power 
plant engineer), for advice during the shooting of 17 Again. 

“All I had to go on for fatherly instincts was my dad’s response to 
all the crazy things I did as a kid. I would ask my dad, ‘What would 
you do if a) you had a daughter and b) she was coming on to you? 
How would you respond?’ 

“My dad said he would probably pass out. I said, ‘Well, that’s not 
interesting dad, I can’t use that, I just can’t pass out or the scene 
would be over [laughs].’ He just said it would be the most awkward 
situation that he’s ever faced in his entire life, so that’s the place I 
tried to put myself into for that scene.” 

Awkward situations are something the sun-kissed Efron, it seems, 
has rarely had to deal with in his young life. He and his younger 
brother, Dylan, grew up middle-class in Arroyo Grande, California, 
with two parents who encouraged Zac to take up acting when he was 
11. He starred in high school plays, local theatre productions, took 
acting and singing lessons, and by 14 he was making guest appear- 
ances on TV shows such as ER, CSI: Miami and Firefly. 

Then the tsunami known as High School Musical hit. Suddenly, the 
kid who had to mow the lawn on Sundays, and was too short to play 
high school basketball (“most of my friends were already six-foot and 
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I was breaking the four-foot barrier”), became an international star. 

And with megastardom comes media attention. Efron knows he 
and his girlfriend (HSM co-star Vanessa Hudgens) are favourites with 
both the tabloids and inquisitive internet sites, even though he 
claims he ignores all the hoopla. 

“It’s much easier for me to focus on my work and live my own life,” 
he says. “Every once in a while my friends will say, ‘Hey this was 
posted about you today,’ and I hear about it, but I truthfully don’t pay 
attention that much. 

“It’s just not smart to keep myself educated on the world’s opinion 
of me. I] would much rather just do my own thing as I have always done.” 

And Efron has been quite good at keeping his next move a secret 
from the press. 

“My next project isn’t solidified yet,” remarks Efron. “I’m waiting 
and trying really hard to find a really great role to play. Iwanna make 
a great film andI don’t want to settle for something that seems like 
a good choice now. The longer I wait the more I figure out the moves 


I want to make, so I’m really planning this next step carefully.” 

There are rumours he will put his cinematic maturation on hold 
and come back for HSM 4 — but only for a reported $10-million pay- 
cheque. And what about the rumour about that other teen musical, 
you know, the one that made Kevin Bacon a star. Will Efron be sliding 
into skinny jeans and high-tops for the Footloose remake? 

“Right now Footloose is stillin development,” he reveals, “but I see 
it as a great challenge and avery iconic character that I would love to 
reinvent. I see potential there for an incredible movie and I think it’s 
a story that should to be revisited, and I think it would be fun too.” 

Efron says making 17 Again was also a blast, getting to hang out 
with Matthew Perry and think about his life before he became famous. 
One of the themes of 17 Again is redemption, getting the opportunity 
to undo past mistakes, something Efron says he can relate to. 

“Even today, I feel like I just graduated high school and there are 
certain things I just wish I could go back and change, certain mistakes 
you make. Whether you slipped on a banana peel, or maybe you got 


wedgied during PE. one time, 
there are certain things you kinda 
cringe when you think about.” 

So what would he change? 

“I have 100, I have probably 
1,000 things... can’t remember 
them right now, but there’s always 
awkward things [laughing].” And 
for the first time in the interview 
he sounds like a normal 21-year- 
old instead of a movie star when 
he sputters, “I...um...I don’t know 
if I want them to be written in a 
magazine, ya know.” Κα 
{{{ΠΠΠ|||||Π|||||||||||||||Π|||||||||||||||{Π||||||Π||Π|ΠΠ{Π|ΠΠ||||] 
Ingrid Randoja is the 
deputy editor of Famous. 
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Four relatively unknown actors — 

Vin Diesel, Michelle Rodriquez, Paul Walker 
and Jordana Brewster — hit it big in 2001 when 
their vroom-vroom pic, The Fast and the Furious, 


raced to box-office glory. 


The quartet is back for the series’ fourth film, 
Fast & Furious, and an awful lot has happened in 
the lives of these now recognizable stars in the 
eight years since. So we thought we’d test your 
knowledge of FSF’s famous pit crew. 

Answer each of the following questions 

with the name of one of the four stars. 


While diving off the coast of 
Hawailin 2005, this F&F star 
was Stung by a jellyfish and 
asked friends to pee on the 
wound to neutralize the poison. 
In 2004, this F&F star's pet 

dog bit a screenwriter in the 
crotch, leading to a lawsuit. 
This F&F star graduated from 
Yale University in 2003. 

In May 2006, this F&F star 
spent four hours and 20 minutes 
in jail for violating the probation 
terms of a DUl arrest. 

Guess which F&F star played 

a secret agent in the TV series 
Chuck. 

This F&F star wrote the 

forward to the 2004 book Thirty 
Years of Adventure: A Celebration 
of Dungeons & Dragons. 
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This F&F star starts every day 
with two hours of Brazilian jujitsu 
then follows up with an hour of 
Muay Thai kickboxing. 

In January 2008, this F&F 

Star Spent 17 days in jail for 
violating probation terms after 
being found guilty of DUI. 

This F&F star gained 30 
pounds to play a mobster in the 
2006 drama Find Me Guilty. 
Which F&F star shared a 
same-sex kiss in a 2004 film? 
“Autobahn Exotics” is the 

name of the auto tuning shop 
opened by which F&F star? 

In March 2002, this F&F star 
was arrested for assaulting their 
roommate. The charges were 
dropped when the roommate 
declined to press charges. 


VIN DIESEL 


MICHELLE RODRIGUEZ 
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PAUL WALKER 
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1) Paul Walker 2) Vin Diesel 3) Jordana Brewster 4) Michelle Rodriguez 5) Jordana Brewster 6) Vin Diesel 7) Paul Walker 8) Michelle Rodriguez 9) Vin Diesel 10) Jordana Brewster 11) Paul Walker 12) Michelle Rodriguez 
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CRIME 


Inspired pai a BBC miniseries, the brainy crime thriller 
State of P lay attracted an impressive ensemble cast. 
We speak with Rachel McAdams and Viola Davis 
about their parts in the intricate murder mystery 


t’s not often that a thriller — you know, a movie that’s 
designed primarily to entertain, rather than right some 
global wrong — attracts an ensemble cast that includes 
as many big stars as did State of Play. Russell Crowe, 
Helen Mirren, Ben Affleck, Robin Wright Penn, Jeff Daniels, 
Jason Bateman, Rachel McAdams and freshly anointed 
Oscar nominee Viola Davis all signed up to share screen 
time in the murder mystery, knowing that with a cast that good few 
would have more than a handful of well-written scenes. 

Canada’s own Rachel McAdams scored one of the larger roles as 
the ambitious young journalist Della Frye, hot on the trail of a murder- 
turned-sex-scandal that could implicate some of the most powerful 
people in the U.S. government and big business. 

“It’s a political thriller that’s set in Washington, D.C.,” says the 
London, Ontario-born McAdams in a recent Los Angeles interview. 
“I’m a blogger who’s just recently become a newspaper reporter, and 
I butt heads with Russell Crowe’s character over how to present the 
story that we’re investigating.” 

Viola Davis admits her role is small, she has but one brief encounter 
with Crowe in the film. But then, Davis is building a reputation on 
stealing movies with quick-hit performances. It was her single scene 
in Doubt, opposite Meryl Streep, that earned her the Oscar nod. 

“I had one day of work on that, I’ll be dead honest with you,” 
Davis says of her role in State of Play. “But it was fantastic. I worked 
with Russell Crowe! I played a pathologist, I hope it doesn’t end up on 
the cutting room floor. It was a good gig, it’s areally good script. I’m 
glad to be a part of it.” 

Adapted from the acclaimed BBC miniseries of the same name, the 
Americanized State of Play revolves around U.S. Congressman 
Stephen Collins (Affleck), an up-and-comer with Presidential aspira- 
tions. But his White House dreams are dealt a big blow when his 
research assistant — and, oh, mistress (Maria Thayer) —is murdered. 
If Collins’ right-wing opponents have their way, the scandal will kill 
his career. But there may be even more to this story, and, with Frye’s 
help, investigative reporter Cal McAffrey (Crowe) is on it — partly 
because it’s a great story, and partly because he and Collins happen 


30 Famous» APRIL 2009 


οὐ BY BOB STRAUSS 


to be old friends. Meanwhile, Mirren steps in as McCaffrey and Frye’s 
steely editor at the Washington Post clone, the Washington Globe. 

The complicated script was woven by a team of heavy hitters — 
Duplicity’s Tony Gilroy, Breach’s Billy Ray, Frost/Nixon’s Peter Morgan, 
The Kingdom’s Matthew Michael Carnahan. Add the fact that, last time 
out, director Kevin Macdonald guided Forest Whitaker to an Oscar- 
winning performance in The Last King of Scotland, and it’s no wonder 
both McAdams and Davis are stoked to be a part of this ensemble. 

Yet the movie arrives at a time when, on the surface anyway, the 
two women’s careers appear to be heading in opposite directions. 

Following an incredible hot streak in 2004 and 2005, when hits 
Mean Girls, The Notebook, Wedding Crashers, Red Eye and The Family Stone 
came out one after another, McAdams looked like Hollywood’s next big 
thing. Instead, she took a year off from acting, and reportedly turned 
down offers for such culture-changing blockbusters as Casino Royale 
and The Dark Knight. Though well-reviewed, neither of McAdams’ 
2008 releases, Married Life and The Lucky Ones, sold many tickets. 

“The thing is, there’s no handbook, there’s no right or wrong way 
to doit,” McAdams says of managing an acting career. “So sometimes 
you feel like you’re just stumbling along and hoping for the best. But 
that’s part of the fun, too.” 

Born on her grandmother’s South Carolina farm in a shack with no 
television or running water, Davis grew up in the small town of 
Central Falls, Rhode Island, where her father was a racetrack groom. 
Like the middle-class McAdams, the poor African-American girl fell in 
love with theatre at an early age, got into every play she could asa 
youth, and wound up receiving a prestigious education at New York’s 
famed performing arts school Juilliard (McAdams graduated with 
honours from the drama department at Toronto’s York University). 

But, although she won a Tony Award for a Broadway production of 
King Hedley II, on the West Coast Davis was essentially a journeyman 
TV and supporting film actor until this year, when a key role in 
Tyler Perry’s biggest movie hit ever, Madea Goes to Jail, added box- 
office potency to her awards season punch. “It feels really good,” Davis 
says of the accolades. “But buzz makes you very nervous. You can’t 
touch it, you can’t pay your bills with it, youcan’tcash continued > 
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mm State of Play’s Wats 
Rachel McAdams 
and Russell Crowe at 
work in the newsroom. 
Inset: Viola Davis 


§ THE FIRST RULE OF 
STATE OF PLAY... 


a 


>>> itinatthe bank. And it can prevent you from enjoying the moment.” 

As for McAdams, the future looks promising. She’s got an adapta- 
tion of the bestselling novel The Time Traveler’s Wife awaiting release: 
and just finished making Guy Ritchie’s big-budget Sherlock Holmes : —IR 
reboot opposite superhot Robert Downey Jr. 

“I feel great,” McAdams assures. “It’s nice to be able to work and 
do what you love. And all the other things that go with movies; it’s 
great. I feel incredibly blessed and I’m so happy that I get to continue 
to do this and I hope I can always do it.” 

And with her movie career evidently on the upswing, Davis only 
longs for one thing: a little more screen time. 

“It’s such a different medium,” the stage veteran muses. “Y’know, 
I met Russell Crowe and that was it, I didn’t meet anyone else. And if 
we hadn’t had done rehearsals for Doubt, I probably wouldn’t have 
met any of them except Meryl Streep. It’s kind of isolating, film. It’s 
not as all-encompassing as theatre is.” ἢ 
ΠΠΠ{ΠΠ||||||||||||||{||||||||||||||||||{Π|||{|||Π|||||||Π|||||{Π||||Π|||||||||ΠΠ||Π|||||||||{Π||Π|{ΠΠ||{Π||Π||{Π|{ΠΠ|{ΠΠ|{Π|{ΠΠ|{Π||Π||| 
Bob Strauss lives in L.A. where he writes about movies and filmmakers. 


ΝΕ Brad Pitt (left) 
and Edward Norton 
in Fight Club 
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Taking Canadian short films to new heights. 
Prise des courts-métrages canadiens a de nouvelles tailles. 


Enter your film at enroutefilm.com. Deadline for Submissions: May 31, 2009 
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Hugh Jackman returns to the role 
that made him famous 


οὐ BY BOB THOMPSON 


’s hard 
It Θ @) r to believe now, but there was a stretch when many folks in 


Hollywood wondered how song-and-dance man Hugh Jackman could possibly 
conjure up the machismo of Wolverine for the first X-Men movie. 

Mind you, back then the enthusiastic Jackman was mostly known for his acclaimed 
performance as Curly in the musical revival of Oklahoma! at London’s Royal National 
Theatre. When he arrived on the X-Men set in Toronto 10 years ago, he looked exactly 
like the nice guy everyone had heard he was. 

So the question was: How could a musical-comedy entertainer play a violent, 
thuggish mutant superhero? 

Jackman answered the doubters with a bravura portrayal of Wolverine, which he 
repeated in the film’s two sequels, X2 and X-Men: The Last Stand. The trio of X-Men 
movies scored with critics and earned a whopping $1-billion (U.S.) at the box office. 

“Silly rules only become evident when people break them successfully,” says 
Jackman in a recent interview at L.A.’s Four Seasons Hotel. 

Jackman is ready to break a few more rules as headliner and producer of the 
ambitious spinoff, X-Men Origins: Wolverine, which opens on May 1st. 

The Gavin Hood-directed prequel is set two decades prior to X-Men, and most of 3 
the action takes place before Wolverine’s skeleton is injected with the indestructible: 
metal adamantium. Still, you can count on Wolverine to be the muscle-bound 
tough guy we grew to know and love in the other X-Men movies. 

The new special-effects-laden blockbuster focuses on the Weapon X program, 


Wolverine’s violent past, his early encounters with military scientist William Stryker : H ITS | H EAIR ES 


(Danny Huston, in the part previously played by Brian Cox), the wisecracking | | | M AY 151 
mercenary Deadpool (Ryan Reynolds), and Wolverine’s confrontation continued > : | 
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“These superhero movies, 
whether they are dark or 
not, all live or fail by their 
aitention to the players in 
the movie and their stories 
and all the other stuff that 
makes them who they are” 


with his arch-nemesis, and half-brother, Sabretooth (Liev Schreiber) 
over the death of a girlfriend. 

“The whole experience, from taking on the lead to being the pro- 
ducer was fantastic, and Gavin is a great director,” Jackman says of 
Hood, whose brutal drama Tsotsi, about a South African gang leader, 
won the Oscar for Best Foreign Language Film in 2006. “He’s very strong 
and has a great understanding of the journeys the characters take.” 

Understanding character was important for Jackman from the 
start. It’s why he was hands-on during the casting process, and in the 
pre-production phase. “These superhero movies, whether they are 
dark or not, all live or fail by their attention to the players in the movie 
and their stories and all the other stuff that makes them who they are. 
All the special effects and the superpowers are terrific, but that isn’t 
at the heart of what’s important to the folks who like these movies.” 

Even though Jackman learned the importance of character from his 
three previous X-Men movies, don’t expect this film to simply mirror 
those that came before. For instance, it was Jackman’s idea to hire well 
regarded indie actor Liev Schreiber to play the villainous Sabretooth, 
although it took a little gentle persuading on Schreiber’s part. 

“I read the comics before I got offered the part,” says Schreiber. “I 
mean, I knew the character really well. But initially Hugh had asked 
me to play Stryker and I asked Hugh, ‘Is there any chance that I might 
be able to play this Sabretooth guy?’” 

Turns out there was. And just as some questioned whether music- 
man Jackman could pull off Wolverine, some skeptics snickered at 
the choice of Schreiber for Sabretooth. Schreiber thinks that’s exactly 
why Jackman wanted him, that he could relate to the “counter-casting 
of hiring me, this serious-minded fellow playing a savage supervillain 
street fighter.” 

In the end, the Wolverine-Sabretooth confrontations are the film’s 
centrepiece, insists Schreiber. “The fight scenes are fantastic,” he 
says. “And Hugh really helped me all the way through with them.” 

Perhaps Jackman’s background in musical theatre was actually a 
boon to mastering the physicality of a brawling character like 
Wolverine. The production was a gruelling physical and psychological 
experience, but this six-foot-two hunk was formally educated in the 
art of putting on a good show long before he became a Tony Award 
winner, movie star, host of the 2009 Oscars and People magazine’s 
Sexiest Man Alive. 

Born in Sydney, Australia, to English parents, the young Jackman 
attended the private Knox Grammar School where he starred in a 
musical production of My Fair Lady. He graduated from Sydney’s 
University of Technology with a degree in communications and then 
it was on to the Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts. 

In the 1990s he had a journeyman’s life co-starring in musicals and 
cabarets, and winning bit parts on Aussie TV shows and in movies, 
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but it wasn’t until his 1999 breakout in the London musical Oklahoma! 
that he started to get noticed. 

Not long after that Jackman was chosen as a last-minute replace- 
ment for Dougray Scott as X-Men’s Wolverine, which was released in 
the summer of 2000 and instantly transformed the theatre man into 
a movie star. 

And, although this fourth turn as Wolverine came with brand new 
responsibilities, one aspect of the production actually made this 
X-Men movie easier for Jackman — it was filmed in New Zealand and 
Australia, near his of home of Sydney. 

For a change, he was making a movie by day and returning home 
at night to his wife Deborra-Lee Furness and the couple’s kids, Oscar, 
eight, and three-year-old Ava. Certainly, the family experience has 
been life changing for him. 


Hugh Jackman 
strikes a menacing 


pose as Wolverine in 


X-Men Origins: 
Wolverine 


“Oh, yeah, it makes you learn about yourself. I think it also makes 
you learn about your own parents,” he says. “I’ve found myself in mo- 
ments when the things coming out ofmy mouth sound exactly like my 
dad, and some of those things I swore on my life that I would never say. 

“It’s the most annoying thing and it’s sort of bizarre,” Jackman 
adds, “But being a father has meant more to me than I ever expected.” 

So filming close to home was good. Being the star was good. Being 
in charge was good. Having a say in casting was good. It seems like 
there was no downside to spinning off on his own for the first of 
several planned X-Men Origins pics. 

Well, Jackman admits, except for one thing. “I did miss Halle Berry.” 
{{{ΠΠΠ|{Π|||||||||||||||Π|||||||||{||||||||||||||||{Π||Π||{|||{|||||{||||{|||||||||||Π||{Π||{|Π||||||||Π|{Π|||{Π||{||ΠΠ|ΠΠ{ΠΠΠ|{ΠΠ||{|| 
Bob Thompson lives in Toronto, where he writes about 
movies and filmmakers. 
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Our fave colour 
of spring Ὅς looks 
good on almost 
everyone 


BY LIZA HERZ 


oral is the hardest working colour in fashion. Soft and 

feminine? Coral can do that. Bright, bold and modern? Yup, 

coral can be all that too. Flirty and playful? Well, check out our 
Lacoste model working a glam playtime vibe. From light, almost 
salmon pink to deeper more saturated shades, coral has the vibrancy 
of a primary hue, but is more sophisticated than a colour that just came out of a crayon box. 

And for all its “trendy shade of the minute” vibe, coral is not some weird, unwearable fashion- 
designer colour like puce, that looks interesting on a runway but makes you look like death if 
you actually wear it. 

This multitasking shade is a friend to everyone. Unlike that ubiquitous spring staple, pink, 
coral is flattering to most shades of skin, pale and dark alike blossom under its warm reflection. 
Georgie Badiel’s skin glow If our lovely coral coat is too bold for you, then try a bag or top. Or, there’s always makeup. 
in this summer playsuit A new lip colour or blush will add vibrancy that can be removed at the end of the day. 
from Lacoste. The only caveat is that coral lip and cheek colours require a bit of skin prep. As Emmy and 
Academy Awards telecast makeup artist Bruce Grayson explains to Famous: “You know the 
phrase, ‘That colour really brings out your eyes’? The same applies when using a vibrant coral 
shade on inflamed skin.” (That’s pimples and rosacea to all you non-makeup artists). Grayson 
recommends a tinted moisturizer/sunscreen blend like Olay Definity Colour Recapture to 
“even skin tone and create a perfect canvas for coral lips and cheeks.” Because makeup should 
brighten your look, not draw attention to your zits. 


Coral makes model 
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The ruffled detail and 
pleated raglan sleeve add 
interest to this Sheer Blouse 
($55, Gap). 


The ULE colour of 
5 Superbalm Moisturizing 


siz 50, Th seul goes on sheer 
for easy-to-wear brightness. 


Wear Revl n Classic Nai 
1($5. 50, Ἐπ πα on 
Beets if you're feeling bold, 
or on toes if you're not. 


Grab this coral Tote 
($55, Gap) to add an easy hit 
of colour to your most 
monochrome outfits. 


New Coralista Blush from Benefit 
($35, Shoppers Drug Mart Beauty Boutique } 
comes with a wide brush to help 
diffuse the intense colour. 


Patent leather makes the 
Saturated sus ges, due on these 
summery W 5 from ἢ t 
($120, ar com for πο ον 


yee 
wrote 
ni al 
($35, drugstores] is a genius at evening out 
Skin’s appearance with sheer colour, while 
added SPF protects against sun damage. 


Aromantic but Tailored Trench 
($200, Baia Blue at The Bay] 
adds some much-needed 
colour to a rainy day. 
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Depeche Mode -- alcohol = retro synthesizers. 


Plus, Bo deces Swift plays...a singer! 


. 


.-- 


ANDREW FLETCHER A, 
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If you’ve survived nearly 30 
years in the music biz, and 
sold more than 75 million 
albums, you know a wee 
bit about making music. 

That’s why synthpop 
band Depeche Mode 
(Dave Gahan, Martin Gore 
and Andy ‘Fletch’ Fletcher) 
felt using 20-year-old 
equipment to make 
their 12th studio album, 
Sounds of the Universe 
(available April 21st), 
was the right decision. 

“The album doesn’t 
sound dated at all,” says 
Andy Fletcher on the line 
from London. “Some of the 
equipment were things we 
had many years ago, and 
some stuff was brand new. 

The retro synthesizers 
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came courtesy of band 
member Martin Gore, a 
former hard-living rocker. 
“It’s quite interesting 
really,” says Fletcher, 
“Martin hasn’t drunk 
alcohol in the last two years 
and so his obsession with 
drink is now an obsession 
with buying antique 
synthesizers. It’s an eBay 
thing, and he really went a 
bit crazy, packages would 
come every day into the 
studio. Apparently Moby is 
doing it as well, so I think 
Moby and Martin are 
cornering the eBay market. 
Sounds of the Universe is 
brimming with moody, 
electro-based pop songs. 
And the band’s sound 
remains vaguely futuristic, 


99 


even after three decades, 
which helps explain 
Depeche Mode’s staying 
power, and why it has 
inspired bands as diverse as 
Coldplay and Linkin Park. 
“That’s always nice when 
groups Say we inspired 
them,” admits Fletcher. 
“We never got that for the 
first 10 years — we were 
hated [laughing], we 
couldn’t inspire anyone.” 


BY INGRID RANDOGA 


Singers “--: 
On Screen 


If you notice Miley Cyrus looking over her 


shoulder during Hannah Montana: The Movie, 


chalk it up to the presence of C&W phenom 
Taylor Swift, who gets the chance to strut 
her stuff in the film. Swift 
plays asinger ata 
restaurant who warbles 
a tune called “Crazier.” 


“\-OUT THIS MONTH 


APRIL 7 
APRIL 14 
APRIL 21 


HMV.ca 


BUY A DVD. AND GET A FEW EXTRAS TO ENJOY. 


Now with EVERY PURCHASE at the 


get a FREE popcorn voucher: 


redeemable at Cineplex theatres. PLUS, SCENE™ members earn points on every DVD they buy. 


Check out the 


CINEPLEX 


ESCAPE WITH US’ 


TM/® 2009 Cineplex Entertainment LP or used under license. 
™ Trademarks of SCENE IP LP used under license. 


at 


*Offer available for a limited time. Voucher redeemable at Cineplex theatres. 
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What if the American Civil War hadn’t ended? 92. 1 = 


BY SCOTT GARDNER 


af 
i 


3 
᾿ 


PC, PS3, XBOX 360 


rom Planet of the Apes to Mad Max to !am Legend, 
there’s something compelling about stories set in 
a post-apocalyptic future. Damnation, however, 
imagines a post-apocalyptic past. 
In this “alternate history” third-person shooter, it’s 
the early 1900s and the American Civil War has been 
raging for 40 years with catastrophic effects on the 
young nation. Decades of conflict have also created 
a booming military-industrial complex that’s developed some pretty 
unfamiliar technology — steam-powered four-wheel motorbikes, great 
wooden airships, a railroad-spike gun — all set in a Wild West 
landscape of huge derelict factories and towering industrial spaces. 
Now a shadowy billionaire arms maker plans to take over the : : 
ravaged continent with his own private army, and you, as leader of | Ga rdening | The Godfather II 
a ragtag rebel group, are all that stands in his way. | Mama : 
Damnation also brings another dimension to the shooting genre— : + Put away the gun, and get out : Atthe end of 2006's 
literally. Abandoning the usual claustrophobic corridors, it’s billed as : the Garden Weasel. Here’s a ' The Godfather: The Game, 
the “shooter gone vertical.” Gunplay is fully integrated with acrobatic : collection of mini-games | Michael Corleone promotes 
Tomb Raider-style platforming, so you'll climb, somersault and shoot : starring the adorable (but : you to Don of New York. In 
your way through (and between] vertigo-inducing structures full of ' exacting) anime “Mama” — : this sequel, which borrows 
ladders, stairs and ziplines; with equally acrobatic and resourceful bad 2 lately of the hit Cooking Mama 2 the movie's American settings, 
guys dogging your every move from above and below. : game series — who coaches : but changes up the story, you 
And just who is this guerilla leader? In the classic American tradition, : youto plant, water, prune, : expand your import/extort 
Captain Hamilton Rourke Is a laconic gun-toting loner tormented by his 3 fertilize and harvest various : business to other cites with 
own personal wartime tragedy, who just happens tobe fightingforthe { flowers, fruitsandveggies.So : yourfists, arson and 
good guys. “It’s a world without justice,” he growls ominously, “but ' get out of the house and, er, ' strategic hits. Just when you 
vengeance is alive and well.” Also, he has a wicked-cool hat. , play your handheld videogame. 2 thought you were out... 
>RELEASEDATE: τ ττττΠπΠπΠὋἘΠΕρέΠῪὋ᾿ΠΠΡ ΡΠ  ἐ ΦΦΒΕΙΒΕΛΘΒΕΈΒΑΤ: Ὁ ΠῚ: RELEASED: 
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ΜΑΤΙΠΒΕ 17. Blood and Gore 


Partial Nudity 
Strong Language 
Suggestive Themes 


CONTENT RATED BY Ϊ 
eg Violence 


“PS” Family logo, and “PSP” are registered trademarks of Sony Computer Entertainment Ine. 


The Chimera have taken Europe. And for Lt. James Grayson, the ae 
battle just got personal. The fight for mankind continues in the newest EVERYWHERE JU ST GOT BETTER 


Resistance chapter, and it’s only on the PSP® system. This action-shooter 


features unique 8-player multiplayer and an advanced third-person alae bk 
| | 40 Y) 


targeting system. Connect your PSP to your PS3™ with Resistance 2™ «᾿ 


ee : : ® PlayStationePortable PlayStationeNetwork 
and unlock additional features to help give humanity a shred of hope. 


Resistance: Retribution is a trademark of Sony Computer Entertainment America lnc. ©2008 Sony Computer Entertainment America Inc. Everywhere Just Got Better is 


a trademark of Sony Computer Entertainment America Inc. “PlayStation,” 


The Resistance is now everywhere. 
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Despereaux, the mouse with a hero complex, sets out to save a princess in The Tale of Despereaux 


APRIL7? 


STARS! Mery! Streep, 

Philip Seymour Hoffman 
DIREGIOR: John Patrick Shanley 
(Joe Versus the Volcano) 

STORY: Its four Oscar nominations 
(Streep, Hoffman, Amy Adams, 
Viola Davis] reveal much of what 
you need to know about this 
weighty drama. Director Shanley 
wrote the script based on his 
own play about something that 
may or may not have happened 
between a priest [Hoffman] and 
a young boy, and the nun 
[Streep] who is determined to 


take charge of the situation. 
DVD Extras: “From Stage to 
Screen,” “Scoring Doubt,” 
“The Sisters of Charity” 


WOIGES! Matthew Broderick, 
Sigourney Weaver 
DIRECTORS: Sam Fell, 

Robert Stevenhagen 

STORY: An uncharacteristically 
brave mouse named Despereaux 
breaks protocol in his kingdom 
to (egads!] befriend a human, 
Princess Pea. DVD Extras: “Top 
Ten Uses for Oversized Ears,” 
“Interactive Map of the Kingdom 
of Dor,” “Build-a-Boldo Game” 
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STARS: Keanu Reeves, 

Jennifer Connelly 

DIREGTOR Scott Derrickson 
(The Exorcism of Emily Rose ) 
STORY: Earth is in trouble and the 
alien Klaatu [Reeves] and his 
robot pal Gort are dispatched to 
save her. Whether we humans 
will survive Klaatu’s efforts is up 
in the air, and it’s up to one 
woman (Connelly) to make our 
case. DVD Extras: a two-disc set 
comes with the original 1951 
version of the film; a three-disc 
set also has deleted scenes, 
commentary, still galleries 
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STARS! Jim Carrey, 

Zooey Deschanel 

DIREGTOR: Peyton Reed 

(The Break-Up) 

STORY: Carl (Carrey) is 
depressed. Has been since 
his one true love dumped him. 
He’s alSo Ssuper-negative. So 
he attends a meeting of the 
motivational group Say Yes! 
and agrees to respond in the 
affirmative to every question 
and proposition that arises for 
a full year. Surprising and 
embarassing predicaments, 
including a love interest in the 
form of Deschanel, ensue. 


» 
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The Comeback Kid: Mickey Rourke in The Wrestler 


STARS! Adam Sandler, 
Courteney Cox 

DIREGTOR: Adam Shankman 
(Hairspray) 

STORY: Sandler plays a hotel 
handyman who's left in 
charge of his niece and 
nephew while their mother 
(Cox) is out of town. He 
entertains them by telling 
wild bedtime stories, which, 
despite their strangeness, 
begin to come true. 


APRILI4 


STARS! Gabriel Macht, 

Samuel L. Jackson 

DIREGIOR: Frank Miller 

(Sin City) 

STORY: Like the colour black? 
Like the colour red? Then 
you'll find something to enjoy 
in this Superduperstulized 
adaptation of Will Eisner’s 
comic book about a murdered 
cop [Macht] who rises from 
the dead to fight crime in 
desolate Central City. 


STARS: Kate Winslet, 

Ralph Fiennes 

DIREGTOR: Stephen Daldry 

(The Hours) 

STORY: When 30-something 
Hanna [Winslet] seduces 
15-year-old Michael (David Kross] 
it seems that may be the worst 
thing she’s ever done. Nope. 
Eight years later Michael, nowa 
law student, is observing the trial 
of a group of Nazi concentration 
camp guards, and look who's 
among them! Fiennes plays the 
older Michael, still trying to 
figure out his relationship with 
Hanna decades later. DVD Extras: 
commentary, featurettes on 
makeup, music and design 


STARS! Mickey Rourke, 

Marisa Tomei 

DIREGIOR: Darren Aronofsky 
(The Fountain) 

STORY: |n the comeback of the 
year, Rourke plays Randy the 
Ram, a deeply damaged pro 
wrestler who's attempting to 
reconcile with his estranged 


daughter (Evan Rachel Wood] 
and woo a kindly stripper 
(Tomei), while working ona 
comeback of his own. 


APRIL21 0 


STARS! Frank Langella, 

Michael Sheen 

DIREGTOR: Ron Howard 

(A Beautiful Mind) 

STORY: Lightweight journalist 
David Frost (Sheen] takes on 
media-savvy former U.S. 
President Richard Nixon ina 
series of in-depth interviews just 
three years after Tricky Dick was 
turfed from office. Will the 
affable TV personality witha 
reputation for puff pieces be able 
to get under Nixon's sweaty brow? 


APRIL 28 


STARS! Jean-Claude Van Damme, 
Francois Damiens 

DIREGUOR: Mabrouk El Mechri 
(Virgil) 

STORY: Terms like metadrama 


and self-reflexivity are usually 
reserved for university English 
classes and the films of 
Charlie Kaufman. Not so much 
the films of the Muscles from 
Brussels, also Known as 
Jean-Claude Van Damme. Yet 
here we are, grappling with this 
well-received comedy in which 
Van Damme plays himself as a 
washed-up action star with 

tax and custody problems (his 
daughter's embarrassed to be 
his flesh and blood). And then 
he’s framed for a bank robbery, 
and has to use all of his 
showbiz skills to get out of the 
jam. DVD Extras: deleted 
scenes, bloopers 
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“MP Turn your everyday debit purchases 
into free movies plus savings with SCENE 
and the Bank The Rest savings program. 


(Pra. 
= a ey oe 
= at ἡ 
_—— L Ὧν: 


= - Te, Ἶ 


ΤᾺΝ a) hire 


Text HEALTHY to 255255 for a chance to attend the Hollywood premiere 
of Transformers: Revenge of The Fallen and to win other great prizes 


LOOKING FOR MORE SECRET CODES? HERE'S WHERE YOU CAN FIND THEM: One code during pre-show at Famous Players and 


Empire Cinemas 5 One code on Tea in Famous Player and Empire Cinema lobbies * One code in Famous and Tribute magazines 
he milk sampling crew * One code at Gomilk.mobi * Two codes online at cineplex.ca 5 Three codes i 


on television at MuchMusic 5 Six weekly codes on Yahoo ὡς. a a mobile sites 5 Six weekly codes at getaloadofmilk.ca 9 Six weekly | TQ LEAR N Ν 0 ΒΕ AT S CE N Β CA/BAN KTH FREST 


. One code on collector cards from 


codes online at GorillaNation sites, tribute.ca, IMDB. Z.com ἐν»... Facebook ο Sixty-one codes on specially marked 


ει of white and chocolate milk. | Ζ 
90 CODES TO BE FOUND EQUALS 90 CHANCES TO WIN! 
VISIT fn FOR CONTEST RULES AND ADDITIONAL ENTRIES. rich er 
; ; gp CINEPLEX than you 


FoRn Ξ ERS Free movies and 
more, faster. 
VENGEe oF τε PaAaLELEnN : 


™ Trademark of SCENE IP LP, used under license ™ Trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia 


Contest closes at II:S9pm EST on May | 2009. Open only to residents of ON, PEI, NB and NS, 3 years of age and older. ARV of Grand Prize is $9,000. No purchase or SMS entry necessary to enter. Limit of | entry per code word per person. ® Registered Trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia. 4) Cineplex Entertainment LP, used under license. 
© 2009 Hasbro. All Rights Reserved. © 2009 Dreamworks, LLC and Paramount Pictures Corporation. All Rights Reserved. 
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HOROSCOPE FOR APRIL 2009 οὐ BY DAN LIEBMAN 


Renée Zellweger 


SIGN: Taurus 
BORN: April 25, 1969 
WHERE: Katy, Texas 


Aries 

March 21 * April 20 

Share information with someone 
you care about. Don't think 
you're protecting anyone by 
keeping silent. A solution toa 
neighbourhood standoff is within 
reach. If selling anything, don't 
jump at the first offer. Spend time 
in the company of upbeat people. 


Taurus 

April 21 % May 22 

You’re asked to be a last-minute 
replacement this month. 
Fortunately, spontaneity is your 
middle name. An organization 
you recently joined can lead toa 
new friendship. Carefully review 
shared finances, making sure 
the arrangement Is equitable. 


Gemini 

May 23 Ἃ June 21 

You can be too diplomatic. 
Bluntness Isn't what you're 
known for, but it’s the way to 
extract an important answer this 
month. As April advances, you'll 
shift attention from intellectual 
to athletic activities. 


Cancer 

June 22 *% July 22 

This month you discover why 
you should never give up on 
people. Someone apologizes 
after a long delay, and you 
also receive an overdue 
payment. You're given a tough 
assignment late in the month. 
It's a challenge, but not one 
that’s out of your league. 


“ini ml 


Leo 

July 23 *% August 22 

Take a low-key approach to 
romance. In fact, don’t be obvious 
about anything this month. 
Professionally, go out of your way 
to recommend others for a job. 
You'll reap dividends as a result. 


Virgo 

August 23 * September 22 
Expect a major increase in 
activity beginning around the full 
moon of the Sth. Your bargaining 
position is strong, so be sure 
you're fairly compensated for 
your unique skills. 


Libra 

September 23 *% October 22 
Be more open about expressing 
what you want ina relationship. 
On the job front, use your 
connections. Small problems 
will escalate unless you correct 
them by the end of April. 


SCOrplo 

October 23 *% November 21 
You’re known for being 
mysterious, but openness Is key 
this month. Don’t shy away from 
asking sensitive questions — 
especially of people you hope 

to deal with in the future. 


sagittarius 
November 22 % December 22 
You have more choices this 
month and can be selective 
about the assignments you take 
on. Even better, charisma is 
Strong and your personal drive 
is forceful. Be more trusting of 
the people you work with. 


Capricorn 
December 23 * January 20 
This is an important time to 
renew friendships and 
reconnect with relatives, but 
diplomacy and determination 
are critical. You'll be involved in 
negotiations after the 14th. Ask 
hard questions. And don't wing 
anything, since your face will 
give you away. 


Aquarius 
January 21 *% February 19 
It’s a good month to rethink 
your approach to both money 
and personal health. At the 
same time, you're slated for 
important changes over the 
coming months, and people 
are observing your actions 
and demeanour. 


Pisces 

February 20 * March 20 
Your strength is your 
imagination, so look for offbeat 
solutions to difficult problems. 
You'll take an active role in 
group activities. After the 14th, 
expect to lead a club or take 
charge of a family situation. 
Your once-shy streak is 
definitely a thing of the past. 


APRIL 


Sin I MUA 


DONUT MISS) OUT, ON DOING FUN 
AGIIVINIES, SEEING FILM DIRECTORS 
IN| PERSON AND VORING FOR YOUR 
FAVOURITE FILM. 


TICKETS ON SALE 
MARCH 10! 


416-968-F ILM 
1-87 7-968-FILM 
SPROCKETS.CA 


48 Famous» april 2009 


We asked you... 


Which TV series would 
you like to see 
OUR READERS HAVE THEIR SAY made into a 


movie? 


ω “Smallville! 
|") The last episode of 
Smallville should 

be made into a film 
where Clark Kent 
becomes Superman 

and wears the outfit 

for the first time. 

With all the cast, 

and bring back 

Lex Luthor.” 

Michael Krivorot, Montreal, QUE 


You told us... | 


—Ryan Peterson, Ridgetown, ON 2 


: 2 —Steve Psaraz, Montreal, QUE 
: —Andrea Black, Brantford, ON Ξ 
ξ : —Becky Vickers and 
2 Beth Murray, Kitchener, ON 


NEXT QUESTION: Sure, we all love great movies. But sometimes a terrible movie is so 
bad it’s good. What’s your favourite bad movie? 


2Y ANSWER ONLINE at Cineplex.com/famouslastwords 


Allresponses must be entered by April 30th. Look for the answers to this question in the June issue. Responses may be edited for length and clarity. 
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Good call 
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